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Overview We will review and discuss the leading hypotheses, dramatic 
controversies, and the latest research into the neural mechanisms of 
consciousness. 

Objectives • To improve skills and gain confidence in reading, presenting, and 
critically discussing scientific papers and hypotheses. 
• To learn about some of the key concepts, perspectives, theories, 
and outstanding questions on the neuroscience of consciousness.
• To be able to articulate basic issues in neuroscience of 
consciousness.

Time and Place Tue/Thur 12:00–1:20 PM; 

Instructor Mike Wehr
wehr@uoregon.edu
office hours: by appointment.

Readings All course readings will be posted on Canvas. 

Presentations Your presentation date has already been randomly assigned. You are 
free to swap dates if both parties agree, just send me an email with 
all parties cc’d after reaching an agreement. Colored rows are joint 
presentations which could be on the same paper or different papers.
Student Date of Presentation

April 9

April 16

April 23

April 30

April 30

May 7

May 7

May 14

May 21

May 28

June 4



Grading

Format
This course will follow a seminar format. Each day we will discuss a paper or book. If it’s 
a paper, you should read the paper before class. If it’s a book, you should read the 
summary or book review (which we will post on Canvas) before class. One or two 
students will present the paper to the rest of the class. This student will also lead a 
group discussion of the paper (either during or following the formal presentation). 
Everyone is expected to participate by asking questions both during the presentation 
and afterwards in the discussion. 

Expectations
This material can be challenging. Concepts tend to be slippery, intuitions often differ, 
and even basic definitions can be vexingly evasive. It is the nature of a seminar like this 
that student interest makes or breaks the experience. This does not mean that every 
person must be overly talkative, but rather that every person is expected to be engaged 
in the discussion, attend regularly, and keep up with the material. The vibe will be 
informal and based on the premise that none of us have any idea what we’re talking 
about but presumably became neuroscientists in part because of a fascination with this 
question.

Papers/books:
The list of papers we will discuss is still under construction. Below are some papers and 
books that might be included. 

Shared Paperpile folder with pdfs for many of the papers listed below: https://
paperpile.com/shared/Djpl6F

Note that the categories below are partially overlapping, and in alphabetical order. 

Journal articles
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(2014) Mechanisms of cortical neural synchronization related to healthy and impaired 
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